
Black Ice is a sweeping dissection of systematic racism in 
Canadian hockey culture. Directed by Oscar-nominated 
African-Canadian filmmaker Hubert Davis and executive 
produced by Drake, LeBron James, and Maverick Carter, 
this engrossing film documents personal stories of Black 
hockey players dealing with racism from fans, coaches, and 
other hockey players, and the institutional pressure to stay 
silent about their mistreatment. Davis also takes us back in 
time to when segregation existed in Canadian hockey as 
well as the destruction of the Black community of Africville 
in Nova Scotia, which was previously home to the Africville 
Seasides, a significant all-Black men’s hockey team in the 
Coloured Hockey League of the Maritimes. While portraying 
many of the struggles of Black hockey players in Canada, 
past and present, touching moments between a new 
generation of Black coaches and players reminds us of a 
more humane way the game can be played.

Primary Curriculum Interest

• Social Justice 12

• Social Studies 9 + 10

• 20th century History 12

• Physical Education 9-12

Read more about these curriculums at  
curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum

Content consideration for teachers

An eye-opening and very timely film, experiences of 
personal and systemic racism, bigotry, and inequality 
are shared throughout the film.  
 
If you have any questions about this film and its 
content, please contact VIFF at education@viff.org.

VIFF is the leading presenter of international 
cinema in Western Canada. Operating both 
the annual Vancouver International Film 
Festival and the VIFF Centre, VIFF brings 
hundreds of films from dozens of countries 
to British Columbia screens every year.
 

About VIFF Why are film festivals  
important?
• Film festivals such as VIFF generally 

include screenings, talks, and events 
that serve as a catalyst for a diverse 
community to discover, discuss 
and share the creativity and craft of 
storytelling on screen.

• For filmmakers, showcasing their film 
at an international festival such as 
VIFF allows them to build an audience, 
meet other filmmakers and even win 
awards to help fund future films. 

• It is in VIFF’s mandate to encourage 
understanding of the world’s cultures 
through the art of cinema.
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DIRECTOR: Hubert Davis 
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN: Canada 
RUNNING TIME: 97 min. 
LANGUAGE: English
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Hubert Davis has built a strong reputation in the 
documentary film scene. Davis’ directorial debut 
Hardwood (2005) was nominated for both an Academy 
Award and an Emmy. Hubert’s next project, Aruba 
(2006), won the Grand Jury Prize at Palm Springs 
International ShortFest. Davis’ most recent feature 
documentary, Giants of Africa, premiered at the 2016 

Director Profile
Toronto International Film Festival. Hubert has 
directed commercials and short form docs with 
clients such as Coca-Cola, Ford, Nike, Pfizer and 
won Cannes Lions with his work for Volkswagen, 
Special Olympics Canada, and Hewlett-Packard.

• What was the Coloured Hockey League, why did Black 
players need their own teams? 

• Where was Africville, why did this Black community grow 
there, and why was it demolished?

• What impact or response did different players have to 
their experiences of racism?

• Why do many Black players not speak up? What is at 
stake if they do? 

• What does segregation mean? Where and when did it 
happen?

• Black players innovated some now standard tactics in 
hockey. Can you name a few? 

• “Talking about racism in Canada pushes at the 
boundaries of the Canadian imagination about who 
we think we are” – what are your thoughts about this 
statement in the film? What are some ideas about 
Canadian national identity you’ve heard? How does 
racism disrupt or complicate these ideas about Canada? 

• What is the difference between individual racism and 
systemic racism? What examples of both can you see in 
this film? 

• What moments or stories caught your attention most 
during this film? Why? What response did you have? 

Activity:  
Local Connections
The histories of Black communities in Canada and 
Vancouver are largely invisible in Canadian narratives. 
Research and learn more about the Coloured Hockey 
League. Next, research Africville, its history as a 
community and its demolishment. Like Africville, Hogan’s 
Alley here in Vancouver was a Black neighbourhood that 
was demolished by the city. Research and compare the 
two neighbourhoods, how they were viewed and why 
cities felt it was justified to demolish them. Do you agree? 

Visit the Black Strathcona website (blackstrathcona.com) 
to learn more. 

Visit the Hogan’s Alley Society  website  
(www.hogansalleysociety.org/about-hogans-alley/) 
and watch their short film Secret Vancouver: Return to 
Hogan’s Alley. 

Expand your research: what other Black Canadian history 
can you find? Have students create presentations, writing 
assignments, or a short film about a historic story they 
learned about during this project.  

Before Viewing

After Viewing

• What do you know about black history, 
culture and communities in Canada? Besides 
the Underground Railroad, what have your 
seen or learned of? 

• Who are some hockey players 
of colour, or Black Canadian 
athletes?  

• Define: segregation, prejudice, 
bias, bigotry, stereotype, and 
code-switching 

VIFF Centre  
1181 Seymour Street • Vancouver, BC • V6B 3M7
education@viff.org

Presented by

http://blackstrathcona.com/
https://www.hogansalleysociety.org/about-hogans-alley

