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Once a prominent action filmmaker, Leonor spends her senior years 
with the ghost of her dead son and the pestering, very alive presence of 
her younger son. In her cramped apartment, she distracts herself from 
overdue electricity bills by daydreaming about her movies, until a freak 
accident puts her into a coma. In this liminal state, Leonor magically 
finds herself in the story of one of her own long-forgotten, unfinished 
screenplays, blurring the lines between reality and dream, life and 
death. Colourful, funny, exuberant, packed with thrills and B-movie 
nostalgia, writer-director Martika Ramirez Escobar's debut feature is 
an homage to the power of stories, the enduring force of grief, and a 
tender love letter to filmmaking itself. 2022 winner of the Special Jury 
Prize for Innovative Spirit at Sundance.

"Packed with self-reflexive humor and a deep reverence for the art of 
filmmaking, Leonor Will Never Die establishes writer/director Martika 
Ramirez Escobar as an artist with a singular voice and bright future in 
halls of weird cinema."—Marya E. Gates, RogerEbert.com.

VIFF is the leading presenter of international 
cinema in Western Canada. Operating both 
the annual Vancouver International Film 
Festival and the VIFF Centre, VIFF brings 
hundreds of films from dozens of countries 
to British Columbia screens every year.
 

About VIFF Why are film festivals  
important?
• Film festivals such as VIFF generally 

include screenings, talks, and events 
that serve as a catalyst for a diverse 
community to discover, discuss 
and share the creativity and craft of 
storytelling on screen.

• For filmmakers, showcasing their film 
at an international festival such as 
VIFF allows them to build an audience, 
meet other filmmakers and even win 
awards to help fund future films. 

• It is in VIFF’s mandate to encourage 
understanding of the world’s cultures 
through the art of cinema.

Primary Curriculum Interest
• Media Arts 10+11

• Film + TV 11+12

• Directing, Script Development 12

• Asian Studies 12

• English 9-12

Read more about these curriculums at  
curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum

Content consideration for teachers

Violence and brief torture scenes, in the slightly campy style 
of 1980s action films. 

If you have any questions about this film and its content, 
please contact VIFF at education@viff.org.
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DIRECTOR: Martika Ramirez Escobar 
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN: Philippines 
RUNNING TIME: 99 min. 
LANGUAGE: Filipino, English
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Martika Ramirez Escobar was born in Manila in 
1992. Her love for the bizarre is best reflected 
through her films and photography. After graduating 
with honours from the University of the Philippines, 
her thesis film Pusong Bato (2014) competed at 
the Busan International Film Festival and won Best 

Director Profile
Film at the Cinemalaya Independent Film Festival. 
Her short film Quadrilaterals (2017) premiered at 
the DMZ International Documentary Film Festival. 
She is currently working as a freelance director-
cinematographer for various production houses  
in Manila.

• What messages or ideas do you imagine the director wanted 
viewers to think about after seeing this film? 

• What aspects or scenes of the film stood out to you?  
What images stayed with you? What surprised you?

• Humour is an intentional choice and tool in storytelling.  
How did you see it used in this film? What parts of the story 
felt funny? What impact does humor have on audiences 
watching a film like this? How might the film have felt 
without it?

• Where did things feel surreal or fantastical in this film?  
What typical film rules seemed to be broken? 

• Many people deal with loss or painful experiences in 
different ways, what did you see in these characters? 

• How was compassion, healing, and forgiveness finally made 
possible?

• When did this film take place? What modern day, retro, or 
nostalgic film elements give you this sense? 

• Critics have called this a “love letter to film”. How does that 
come through? In our age of streaming platforms and smart 
phones, how has your own relationship to film evolved in 
your life? 

• Stories can allow us to explore different realities or 
possibilities. Notice how we see Leonor’s late son Ronwaldo 
in many forms: as a ghost (sometimes speaking with the 
living, sometimes only moving objects), then reimagined as 
an action hero within her film. In her film, she writes the plot 
and dialogue as she goes, right up to the emotional climax. 
Why might we see Ronwaldo repeatedly? What do you think 
she is trying to do? 
 

Activity: 
Story within a Story
Director Martika Ramirez Escobar draws upon the 
immense popularity of 1980s Filipino action films, and 
Leonor wakes up in one of her unfinished action scripts. 
Have students work in small groups to plan a short story 
they could insert into one of their own favorite films or 
types of film. Action, rom-com, anime… choose any genre. 
Aim to shoot at 24 frames per second. This short film 
project can be created with hand-drawn stop-motion 
animation or other simple animation techniques using a 
free stop-motion app on a tablet or smart phone.  

In this episode of The Drawing Room, the film’s writer and 
director Martika Ramirez Escobar speaks about the story 
behind her surreal debut feature.

After Viewing

Before Viewing
• What is the most experimental or dream like film 

you have seen? What films have you seen that 
directly parody or play off another famous film?  
Get into groups and try to explain your film choices.  

• Define: surreal, meta, post-modern
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• This has numerous layers to it that makes it a film about making 
films. Can you recall them all? Try to piece together the layers 
and storylines as a class. 

• What made them feel experimental, 
confusing, or surprising? What rules 
did they break? What are your favorite 
films, why do you love them? 

https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/drawingroom/leonor-will-never-die/101344250

