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In this poetic, deeply moving portrait of a Slovenian-Australian family 
in mourning, 10-year-old Moja takes it upon herself to gather the 
pieces of her broken family after the sudden loss of their mother. Her 
willful older sister Vesna is pregnant, and their father barely speaks 
English. Moja takes on the role of stabilizing presence and cultural 
mediator in preparation for the new baby on the way.

Small gestures are significant through the eyes of this resourceful 
girl who finds comfort in taking care of those around her. The film's 
thoughtful use of interior spaces, set design, and camerawork show 
how cinema can capture stories of some of life’s most difficult 
experiences in poignant, powerful and poetic ways. Anchored in 
the deeply moving performance by Loti Kovačič as Moja, the film 
gently peels off layers of trauma embedded in the fractured family 
routine, while expertly harnessing the sense of cultural dichotomy 
in its portrayal of shifting family dynamics. Through this difficult 
experience of loss, the sun and hope can return.

VIFF is the leading presenter of international 
cinema in Western Canada. Operating both 
the annual Vancouver International Film 
Festival and the VIFF Centre, VIFF brings 
hundreds of films from dozens of countries 
to British Columbia screens every year.
 

About VIFF Why are film festivals  
important?
• Film festivals such as VIFF generally 

include screenings, talks, and events 
that serve as a catalyst for a diverse 
community to discover, discuss 
and share the creativity and craft of 
storytelling on screen.

• For filmmakers, showcasing their film 
at an international festival such as 
VIFF allows them to build an audience, 
meet other filmmakers and even win 
awards to help fund future films. 

• It is in VIFF’s mandate to encourage 
understanding of the world’s cultures 
through the art of cinema.

Primary Curriculum Interest
• Drama 9-12

• Media Arts 10+11

• Film and Television 11+12

• Directing, Script Development 12

• English 9-12

Read more about these curriculums at  
curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum

Content consideration for teachers

The characters are dealing with the loss of their mother. Her 
cause of death isn’t discussed but one scene hints at mental 
health or possible suicide. 

If you have any questions about this film and its content, 
please contact VIFF at education@viff.org.
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DIRECTOR: Sarah Kern 
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN: Australia/Slovenia 
RUNNING TIME: 77 min. 
LANGUAGE: English, Slovenian

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum
mailto:education%40viff.org?subject=
https://viff.org/ignite/moja-vesna/


Sara Kern is a Slovenian-Australian writer and 
director. She graduated in film directing from the 
University of Ljubljana’s Academy of Theatre, 
Film, Radio, and Television in 2013. Kern worked 
as a screenwriter for the Slovenian National 
Television’s Children and Youth Program for 

Director Profile
several years before moving to Australia. Her 
2016 short Good Luck Orlo premiered at the 73rd 
Venice Film Festival and went on to screen at the 
Toronto, Chicago, and Seattle International Film 
Festivals.

• What moments especially caught your attention most during this film? 
Why? What response did you have? 

• How does each member of Moja’s family deal with this hard time in their 
own way?

• For some people, pragmatism becomes a coping mechanism in times 
of hardship. How does Moja approach challenges and situations 
pragmatically throughout the film? 

• What are Vesna’s main focus, concerns, worries, or motivations?

• How is the theme of motherhood explored through different roles, 
characters, and points of view? Compare Miranda and her daughter 
Danger, Moja, her late mother, and sister Vesna.

• As immigrants to Australia, Moja acts as a bridge in some ways between 
her father and others, between culture and languages. How do you see 
this happening? (Speaks Slovenian with dad and English with others, 
takes on tasks and roles of an adult, etc.)

• Sometimes people can’t talk openly about grief, and routine becomes 
their focus. What routines play out for these characters? 

• What does the kitchen chair mean to different members of the family? 

• Story is told through every choice in a film, above and beyond the actors’ 
performances or the camera work. Consider the way the filmmakers 
used lighting and interior spaces in intentional or evocative ways. 
Compare Miranda and Danger’s home to Moja’s. How was it designed 
and lit? What mood or adjectives come to mind when you recall the 
scenes filmed inside Moja’s house? How was Moja’s bedroom sanctuary 
different in design and mood than the rest of the house? 

• Silence, quiet moments, and close camera angles are key filmmaking 
choices in this film. What impact did these have on building the intimacy 
and mood of this story?

Activity: 
Thinking Beyond the Script
Actors and filmmakers often imagine characters and backstories 
that never make it to the final cut of a film. These backstories can 
help the set designers, costume designers, and actors make a 
film that feels more real and believable. Backstories help bring 
characters and stories to life by adding the depth that real people’s 
lives have. In groups, make a list of the main characters (Moja, 
Vesna, their father, mother, Miranda, Danger) and discuss each of 
their backstories. What clues did you see throughout the film that 
hinted at their pasts and experiences, and where can you fill in the 
gaps? What do you think they were like before the film, and what 
do you think will happen in their lives after the film is over?  
What do you want for these characters? 

After Viewing

Before Viewing
• What films have you seen that look at challenging family dynamics — 

between siblings, or children and parents? What films have you seen 
that discuss loss or death in a family? 

• The arts in all forms can help us explore the best and most 
challenging parts of our lives. What other artwork, music, theatre, 
etc. have you seen that approached difficult experiences in 
powerful or memorable ways? What did you think or learn while 
viewing them?   
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