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Most of the films we see are made by adults – so what happens 
when young people sit in the director’s chair?  
Reel Youth Film Festival is a diverse collection of short films 
made by emerging filmmakers around the world, chosen by 
an international youth jury from 1300+ submissions and 100 
countries. These remarkable short films are funny, innovative 
and thought-provoking. These up-and-coming filmmakers from 
India, New Zealand, Germany, Canada, Brazil, USA, France, Iran, 
UK and Spain offer films that are candid, intimately honest, and 
reflective of our time. Whether it is a writer fishing for her next 
idea, a Māori boy grieving his father’s absence, or a hilarious 
young Black man expressing frustration with pandemic 
lockdown, Reel Youth Film Festival will show you the world 
through the eyes of its talented youth.
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VIFF is the leading presenter of international 
cinema in Western Canada. Operating both 
the annual Vancouver International Film 
Festival and the VIFF Centre, VIFF brings 
hundreds of films from dozens of countries 
to British Columbia screens every year.
 

About VIFF Why are film festivals  
important?
• Film festivals such as VIFF generally 

include screenings, talks, and events 
that serve as a catalyst for a diverse 
community to discover, discuss 
and share the creativity and craft of 
storytelling on screen.

• For filmmakers, showcasing their film 
at an international festival such as 
VIFF allows them to build an audience, 
meet other filmmakers and even win 
awards to help fund future films. 

• It is in VIFF’s mandate to encourage 
understanding of the world’s cultures 
through the art of cinema.

Reel Youth
Film Festival

Educator Resource Guide

Website  
& Trailer

DIRECTOR: Various 
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN: Various 
RUNNING TIME: 76 min. 
LANGUAGE: Various

Primary Curriculum Interest
BC First Peoples 12, Contemporary Indigenous 
Studies 12, Social Studies 9-11, Social Justice 12, 
Political Studies 12, English 9-12

Other Curriculum Interests
Media 10, Film and Television 11, English First 
Peoples New Media 11+12

Read more about these curriculums at  
curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum

Content consideration for teachers

Some films touch on topics like rebels in Nazi Germany  
(who were executed), bullying and racially motivated violence. 
 
If you have any questions about this film and its content, 
please contact VIFF at education@viff.org.
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Before Viewing
• Ask students if they make videos or films in their 

own lives (on social media or otherwise).  
What stories do they choose to tell? How do they 
make these videos? Which apps or technology 
do they prefer? Have they ever tried a longer film 
project? Whether fictional or factual, why do they 
think young people make DIY films?   

• If planning to do the jury activity as a class 
discussion after the film, decide on categories 
before the Reel Youth screening begins.  
See activity for more details. 
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After Viewing
• How were these stories told and what strategies 

did filmmakers use? (Music, humour, flashbacks, 
glitching film effects for memories, using no 
dialogue, etc)

• What aspects or scenes of the film stood out to 
you? What images stayed with you? What surprised 
you?

• Which film was most creative to you? 

• Which was more memorable?

• Which film showed you a different perspective on a 
familiar idea? 

Activity: 
Be the Jury
Before watching the films, decide as a class on a list of 
film categories you will vote on. Ideas may include: best 
documentary, best animated short, best drama, most 
innovative storytelling, “most likely to win an Oscar in their 
career!” or any categories you choose! Cast your votes 
during the screening, then break into small groups to debate 
your choices— who were your top picks? Films come alive 
when we discuss, debate, look closely and unpack them 
together. Finally, pool all votes, announce the winners, and 
invite the class to share their top winner and explain why. 
This is a taste of the work film critics and festivals do—
watch films closely, think critically, debate, and explore the 
creativity and powerful possibilities of storytelling on screen. 

A l'unisson (Paper Talk) 
Nathalie Dunselman, France, 6 min, French with English subtitles 
Two divorced parents could stand to learn a lesson from their kids 
in this heartwarming tale of human connection.

Baile da Magia (Prom and Potions) 
Ana Maria Teixeira Hora, Brazil, 3 min, without dialogue 
Two roommates at the School of Magic are doing their hair for 
prom. What could possibly go wrong?

Trailblazer 
Jenna Hammerlindl and Heather Addison, Canada, 6 min, English 
Cowboy, actor, leather dyke, and artist—Vancouver resident SD 
Holman has done it all, and learned some important lessons about 
community and belonging along the way.

The Hill We Climb 
Youth participants with Wide Angle Youth Media, USA, 2 min, English 
A collaborative artistic video poem that represents what matters to 
young media artists.

Self 
Gagan Kumar C, India, 5 min, English 
A simple ice cream date is not so simple as we step inside the 
thoughts of two Indian teenagers who envy each other.

The White Rose 
Ian Kim, USA, 3 min, English 
The stop-motion story of the German students who resisted the 
Nazis by distributing incendiary leaflets.

Solitude 
Fiyin Coker, Canada, 4 min, English 
A meditation on modern-day loneliness, created in an all-Black 
space for youth of African descent.

For My Father 
Waka Wikaire James, New Zealand, 5 min, English and Maori 
A young Maori boy at a crossroads in his life seeks guidance from 
the ghost of his father. 
 
Lonely Souls 
Finn Morgan-Roberts, UK, 2 min, English 
Dressed to impress but lost in the woods, a nameless man 
is approached by a mysterious light which takes him on an 
otherworldly journey he never expected. 
 
Dear Karen 
Mika Washington and Kaniel Jacob-Cross, Canada, 3 min, English 
Two young people clash, causing racial tensions to heighten in 
this youth-made film exploring anti-Black violence. 
 
Pasapalabra (Whisperer) 
Andrea Testini, Spain, 5 min, Spanish with English subtitles 
A Muslim boy suffers racism and bullying from his schoolmates.  
He can only save himself thanks to the love of his mother and to a 
little lie of a good friend. 
 

Reel Youth Program
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Activity: 
Write a Review
Beyond class discussion, have students do a short 
writing assignment offering their views and choice 
for the best Reel Youth film. An excellent film 
review always starts with a short description of the 
film followed by a compelling and clear summary 
of the reviewer’s opinion. 

• Be sure not to give away too much of the plot! We 
want future audiences to see the movie without 
spoilers. 

• Consider commenting on positive or negative 
elements of the film such as the performances, 
cinematography, direction, writing, editing, 
costume or set design, score or soundtrack, or its 
unique significance. 

• Use examples from the film and wrap it up with a 
conclusion.

Reel Youth Program 
(cont.)

Sound of Borders 
Bahar Rezvanifar, Iran, 2 min, English 
An Iranian girl imagines herself as someone else. 
 
Patterns in Our Lives 
Leili Hamidi, Canada, 3 min, English 
Patterns are everywhere, but some patterns need to change. 
How do we unlearn old patterns that hold us back and learn new 
patterns that can help us?  
 
Fishing 
Andreas Duerr, Germany, 4 min, English 
A writer dives into the sea of ideas to find a new idea for her book. 
 
She Said, She Said 
Fraser Hannay, Canada, 2 min, English 
Two young women recall a party, and a secret emerges. 
 
CITSALP 
Jean A. Evangelista, Philippines, 2 min, English 
One thoughtless purchase contributes to a tide of pollution, and a 
world that is changing for the worse. 
 
Power 
Hannah Gallant, Madison Jules George, Nona Marchand, and Danielle 
Taralson, Canada, 2 min, English 
A youth-made short film and rallying call to action to protect 
Indigenous women and girls. 
 
Through 
Gaukhar Akzhol, Kazakhstan, 5 min, English and Russian 
Through the many walls of an apartment building in Kazakhstan, 
we see how women's lives go on despite the changing world. 
 
Fireworks 
Nicolas Leclerc, Canada, 2 min, English 
Two boys, a revelation, fireworks, and friendship. 
 
Not Quite Quarantine 
Julian Lee, USA, 10 min, English 
This hilarious spoof music video paints the experience of one teen 
as he navigates the loneliness and frustrations of pandemic living.


