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A heart-warming film about family, love, and misfits, Rosie tells 
the story of a young, orphaned, Indigenous girl who is forced 
to live with her reluctant, street-smart, francophone Aunty Fred 
(Frédérique). Rosie is thrust into the fringes of 1980’s Montréal 
into the care of Fred, who just lost her job, is on the verge of 
eviction, and who looks and sounds nothing like her. Fred, an 
artist who creates art from found and discarded objects or other 
peoples’ trash, introduces Rosie to her two glamourous, gender-
bending best friends Flo and Mo. In the end, Rosie transforms 
the lives of these colourful characters as they each face their 
fears. Together they find love, acceptance, and a true home with 
her in a new chosen family of glittering outsiders. Rosie is an 
uplifting story about overcoming difficulties and surrounding 
yourself with community and people who care about you and 
support who you are.

VIFF is the leading presenter of international 
cinema in Western Canada. Operating both 
the annual Vancouver International Film 
Festival and the VIFF Centre, VIFF brings 
hundreds of films from dozens of countries 
to British Columbia screens every year.
 

About VIFF Why are film festivals  
important?
• Film festivals such as VIFF generally 

include screenings, talks, and events 
that serve as a catalyst for a diverse 
community to discover, discuss 
and share the creativity and craft of 
storytelling on screen.

• For filmmakers, showcasing their film 
at an international festival such as 
VIFF allows them to build an audience, 
meet other filmmakers and even win 
awards to help fund future films. 

• It is in VIFF’s mandate to encourage 
understanding of the world’s cultures 
through the art of cinema.

Primary Curriculum Interest
French 9-12, 20th Century History 12,  
Social Studies 9, 10, BC First Peoples 12,  
English First People 12, Contemporary Indigenous 
Studies 12

Other Curriculum Interests
Media 10, Film and Television 11, English 9-12

Read more about these curriculums at  
curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum

Content consideration for teachers

While overall an uplifting story, there are scenes of 
homophobia and rejection from an estranged family member, 
as well as experiences of homelessness and poverty. Subtle 
references to street work, adult toy stores and the Sixties 
Scoop are implied.

If you have any questions about this film and its content, 
please contact VIFF at education@viff.org.
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Rosie
Educator Resource Guide

Website  
& Trailer

DIRECTOR: Gail Maurice 
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN: Canada 
RUNNING TIME: 90 min. 
LANGUAGE: French, English, Cree

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum
mailto:education%40viff.org?subject=
https://viff.org/ignite/rosie/


Gail Maurice is a Cree/Michif-speaking actor 
and an award-winning independent filmmaker. 
She is a recipient of the Hnatyshyn Foundation 
Indigenous Award for Excellence in the Arts, 
the Chalmers Arts Fellowship, and was selected 
for the 2020 Netflix-Banff Diversity of Voices 

Director's Profile
Initiative. Her films have screened at Sundance, 
the Smithsonian Institute, ImagineNATIVE, and 
have also aired on CBC, APTN, and Air Canada's 
Enroute. Rosie, her feature debut, was supported 
by ImagineNATIVE’s inaugural screenwriting lab. 

• Written, produced and directed by Métis filmmaker Gail Maurice, 
Rosie tells the story of an orphaned 6-year-old Indigenous girl taken 
in by her chosen family in Montreal in the 1980s. What messages 
or ideas do you imagine the director wanted viewers to think about 
after seeing this film? 

• Humour is an intentional choice and tool in storytelling. How did 
you see it used in this film? What parts of the story felt funny, what 
impact does humor have on audiences watching a film like this? 
How might the film have felt without it?

• Pain or disconnection from family past and present are explored 
throughout the film for several characters – discuss examples you 
recall.

• With Rosie’s presence in their lives, personal growth, acceptance, 
and facing fears are reoccurring themes for many characters. How 
did you see this unfold with Mo, Flo and Fred?  What obstacles, fears 
or challenges did each of the main characters face? How did Rosie 
impact the people she meets-- what did they each do to face and 
work through their fears and struggles?

• How do ideas of family, belonging, acceptance and identity expand 
and evolve as the story progresses?

• The film subtly touches on Sixties Scoop and disconnection from 
Indigenous identity. What do you know about the Sixties Scoop? 
How does Fred and the others try to help Rosie connect with this 
side of her identity? 

• Many characters that Rosie meets are marginalized or made to feel 
like outsiders in different ways (socio-economically, culturally, within 
family, etc.). But rather than rely on stereotypes, their stories and 
experiences are explored in more depth and nuance. How do we 
see this within the story arcs of Fred, Jigger, Flo, and Mo? 

Activity: 
Thinking Beyond the Script
Actors and filmmakers often imagine characters and backstories 
that never make it to the final cut of a film. These backstories can 
help the set designers, costume designers, and actors make a 
film that feels more real and believable. Back stories help bring 
characters and stories to life by adding the depth that real people’s 
lives have. In groups, make a list the main characters (Rosie, Fred, 
Flo, Mo, and you could include Jigger as an option) and discuss 
their backstory. What clues did you see throughout the film that 
hinted at their pasts and experiences, and where can you fill in the 
gaps? What do you think they were like before the film, and what 
do you think will happen in their lives after the film is over?  
What do you want for these characters? 

After Viewing

Before Viewing
• As students, which French films have you seen? Are you 

aware of any Canadian-made films or French-Canadian 
films? Have you heard of the Michif language? It is a 
blended language of Cree and French spoken by some 
Métis, including this filmmaker Gail Maurice. This is 
partly why Maurice chose to make this film about an 
Indigenous girl’s experience and told the story though a 
combination of French, English, and Cree. 

• What inspired Gail Maurice and 
actress/producer Mélanie Bray to 
make this film? Read and discuss 
this recent French article from Radio 
Canada together as a class.

• Learn more about director Gail Maurice and 
her perspectives and motivations for making 
this film in this article here.

• Learn more about the film and working with 
young lead Kerris Hope in this article here.
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• Maurice intentionally places Rosie in an environment that is foreign 
to her – culturally, linguistically, etc. How does feelings of alienation 
play out for many of the main characters, how do they overcome 
these feelings or adapt? 

• How does is identity explored, expressed, and how does it evolve for 
each of the main characters over the course of the film? 

https://ici.radio-canada.ca/espaces-autochtones/1905091/films-autochtones-tiff-maurice-youngman-rosie-toronto
https://ici.radio-canada.ca/espaces-autochtones/1905091/films-autochtones-tiff-maurice-youngman-rosie-toronto
https://womenandhollywood.com/tiff-2022-women-directors-meet-gail-maurice-rosie/
https://windspeaker.com/news/windspeaker-news/crying-screaming-jumping-excitement-director-gail-maurices-film-rosie-set

