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The Klabona Keepers is a fierce, hopeful account of the Tahltan 
Nation's struggle to protect the Klabona Sacred Headwaters, an 
important natural habitat in northwest British Columbia, from 
commercial mining. Interspersing verité cinematography with 
intimate interviews, the film documents the tactics used by the land 
defenders. As blockades are met with arrests by police, the trauma 
of residential schools and forced relocations are recollected as part 
of the ongoing healing and resistance to colonialism. Tahltan youth 
and elders from the blockades will attend the Ignite in-cinema 
screening, offering students an exclusive Q and A and candid 
dialogue afterwards about this film, their experiences, and what’s 
at stake. 

This film project is a collaboration between non-Indigenous 
filmmakers and Indigenous elders, who were given ownership 
of the intellectual property, with all proceeds from the film going 
towards youth programming at the Klabona Sacred Headwaters.
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VIFF is the leading presenter of international 
cinema in Western Canada. Operating both 
the annual Vancouver International Film 
Festival and the VIFF Centre, VIFF brings 
hundreds of films from dozens of countries 
to British Columbia screens every year.
 

About VIFF Why are film festivals  
important?
• Film festivals such as VIFF generally 

include screenings, talks, and events 
that serve as a catalyst for a diverse 
community to discover, discuss 
and share the creativity and craft of 
storytelling on screen.

• For filmmakers, showcasing their film 
at an international festival such as 
VIFF allows them to build an audience, 
meet other filmmakers and even win 
awards to help fund future films. 

• It is in VIFF’s mandate to encourage 
understanding of the world’s cultures 
through the art of cinema.

The Klabona
Keepers

Educator Resource Guide

DIRECTOR: Tamo Campos + Jasper Snow-Rosen 
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN: Canada 
RUNNING TIME: 69 min. 
LANGUAGE: English

Primary Curriculum Interest
BC First Peoples 12, Contemporary Indigenous 
Studies 12, Social Studies 9-11, Political Studies 12, 
Social Justice 12, Environmental Science 11+12, 
Human Geography 12 

Other Curriculum Interests
Media 10, Film and Television 11, English First 
Peoples New Media 11+12

Read more about these curriculums at  
curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum

Content consideration for teachers

Residential school trauma and substance use is briefly 
discussed. 

If you have any questions about this film and its content, 
please contact VIFF at education@viff.org.
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https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum
mailto:education%40viff.org?subject=
http://viff.org/ignite/the-klabona-keepers/


Tamo Campos is a filmmaker, impact 
practitioner, community organizer, and 
extreme sports athlete. His films include 
The Klabona Keepers (2022), Ru-Tsu (2020), 
The Radicals (2018), A Last Stand For Lelu 
(2016), Northern Grease (2013), and over 
fifty shorts. Campos embeds himself in 
the community wherever he goes, and 
is dedicated to combining social impact 
with his adventures in sport, activism, and 
filmmaking. His previous projects have had 
a strong outreach focus that collaborated 
deeply with participants within his films. 
His work has focused on Indigenous land 
defense, Indigenous health models, climate 
justice, and anti-racism.

Jasper Snow-Rosen grew up in the 
southern gulf islands with a family 
dedicated to youth outdoor education, 
respecting the land, and being a part 
of a strong local community. Snow-
Rosen’s love for the outdoors has had 
him exploring the coast by kayak, surfing, 
mountaineering, and facilitating youth 
programs to give the up-and-coming 
generation a reason to protect what 
we have. He has been involved in 
direct action to advocate for social and 
environmental justice and helping to 
lift voices from the front lines through 
filmmaking.

Director's Profiles

• What social and environmental issues are explored in the film?  
What sources of information do the filmmakers consult? 

• What are the Klabona Headwaters, why are they important to the 
Tahltan nation and the mining companies? When did the blockades 
begin, what happened, how did the film end?

• The elders and land defenders all have different reasons to be part 
of the blockades. What are a few of their reasons? 

• What are some of the tensions at play between the various interests 
and perspectives? What do they have in common?

• How did residential school experiences impact some defenders, 
and now as adults?

• How does the experience of past generations continue to impact 
Indigenous families now? 

• What aspects or scenes of the film stood out to you? What images 
stayed with you? What surprised you?

• How did the filmmakers and researchers tell this story, how did they 
put this documentary together? What were some of the different 
methods and film strategies that were used? (Animation, aerial and 
underwater footage, evocative music, interviews, archival materials, 
different expert voices both settler and Indigenous)

• What measures have the Indigenous and conservationist 
communities and their allies taken to defend the area? What 
challenges have they faced?

Activity: 
What Can Be Done?
This film introduced us to many factors threatening the ecosystem 
surrounding the Klabona Headwaters. What’s happening this 
year since filming ended? What is the current state of the Klabona 
Headwaters and resource extraction in the area? Have students 
seek out current news updates about the events in this film. What 
would students like to see happen, and what barriers prevent 
some of their proposed solutions from happening? (ex: What 
might industry say in response and why?) What does it mean to be 
an engaged citizen and what can citizens do? Have them research 
and present on organizations or actions they come up with. 

• The world reconciliation extends beyond awareness of Canada’s 
Residential School history. As we see many Indigenous activists 
working to raise awareness and challenge industry threats 
impacting water and ecosystems in this film, how might we 
consider environmental preservation to also be an important part 
of reconciliation? 

Before Viewing

After Viewing

• What environmental issues and 
news have students heard about 
in recent years?

• Has anyone heard about Indigenous land 
defenders or blockades opposing pipelines?

• What do students know about Indigenous 
land rights. What do these rights mean 
from Indigenous, government, and 
extraction corporations’ perspectives?

Jasper Snow-Rosen
Co-Director

Tamo Campos
Co-Director

• Where is the Tahltan territory 
and the Klabona Headwaters? 

• Define cinema verité and injunction. 
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