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What is the history of BC? Says who? Whose stories are in 
museums, and whose are left out? Today, we are in the midst of 
a paradigm shift in consciousness when it comes to exploring 
history from multiple viewpoints. This zippy NFB documentary 
surveys the inspiring work of a handful of community archives and 
collections across British Columbia. It's an important and timely 
reminder that the model of a centralized collection of records and 
artifacts is highly problematic. Indeed, the official version of our 
history as presented by the Royal Museum of BC, for example, has 
consciously or not served to propagate a white colonial narrative.

In contrast, Gray and Tzadok offer eye-opening stories and 
interviews from curators and archivists from groups traditionally 
marginalized or excluded from museums: Indigenous, Queer and 
Trans, the Chinese Canadian Museum, the Tahltan Nation, the 
South Asian Legacy Project, and others. Along the way, we learn 
the secret, neglected, inspiring and untold histories of this place we 
only think we know.
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VIFF is the leading presenter of international 
cinema in Western Canada. Operating both 
the annual Vancouver International Film 
Festival and the VIFF Centre, VIFF brings 
hundreds of films from dozens of countries 
to British Columbia screens every year.
 

About VIFF Why are film festivals  
important?
• Film festivals such as VIFF generally 

include screenings, talks, and events 
that serve as a catalyst for a diverse 
community to discover, discuss 
and share the creativity and craft of 
storytelling on screen.

• For filmmakers, showcasing their film 
at an international festival such as 
VIFF allows them to build an audience, 
meet other filmmakers and even win 
awards to help fund future films. 

• It is in VIFF’s mandate to encourage 
understanding of the world’s cultures 
through the art of cinema.
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DIRECTOR: Hayley Gray + Elad Tzadok 
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN: Canada 
RUNNING TIME: 84 min. 
LANGUAGE: English

Primary Curriculum Interest
20th Century History 12, Social Studies 9+10,  
BC First Peoples 12, Asian Studies 12, English First 
People 12, Contemporary Indigenous Studies 12

Other Curriculum Interests
Media 10, Film and Television 11 

Read more about these curriculums at  
curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum

Content consideration for teachers

Histories of oppression, inequality and racism in BC are 
discussed. 

If you have any questions about this film and its content, 
please contact VIFF at education@viff.org.
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Hayley Gray is a Vancouver-based 
director, writer, and producer. A 
graduate of Dalhousie University 
and Vancouver Film School, she has 
written and directed documentary, 
narrative, and commercial work. 
Gray’s films have screened at 
festivals around the world and aired 
on Telus Optik, the Knowledge 
Network, CBC, and Air Canada.

Elad Tzadok is an award-winning 
director, producer, and editor with 
a background in development 
and marketing. Born and raised in 
Israel, Tzadok moved to Vancouver, 
where he graduated from the 
Film Production Program at UBC 
and co-founded Scopitone Films. 
He has produced, directed, and 
edited music videos, commercials, 
narrative films, and documentaries.

Directors' Profiles

• What were the main stories and who were the main communities 
featured in this documentary?

• What social and political issues are depicted in the film? This can include 
issues within the museum and archive world and wider society in BC.

• What strategies did the filmmakers use (interviews, archival images, 
animated collage, etc). What was the tone of the film as a result of these 
strategies? 

• What is the purpose of community collections? What impact does it have 
on people to see themselves in museum and collections? 

• What sources of information does the filmmaker consult? What sources 
do the researchers use? Who is interviewed for context?

• What was the racial and political climate of the 19th and 20th century in 
Canada like towards Asian, Indigenous and Queer communities?

• These stories could have stayed as a collection or a website – why 
choose to make a documentary? What does this medium offer that is 
unique for storytelling? How might your experience have felt different in 
a different media form?

• The Royal BC Museum plays a major role in collecting the history of BC, 
and is now closed to reinvent the way they tell the stories of this place. 
What were some of the problems raised in the film? Research news 
stories –what has been happening in the last year there? 

• What is involved with the repatriation of museum objects? Why is this 
important and why might some museums take a long time to agree to 
repatriate an object? (Research news stories to learn more) 

Activity: 
What Can Be Done?
Whose stories are often told in history books, and whose are 
overlooked? Some may feel their own history is not important for 
museums, or difficult histories are not worth collecting. But they are 
all important. Have students break out into groups of 2-3 and discuss 
what they would include to tell a history of our province. What histories 
are most often told, and what would they like to see? Research some 
of the collections mentioned in this film, or others they know of. Look 
at the news in the past 6 months about the Royal BC museum, as a 
continuation of this film –what do students think?

What would students like to see happen, and what barriers prevent 
some of their solutions from happening? What does it mean to be an 
engaged citizen and what can citizens do? Have them research and 
present on organizations or actions they come up with. Taking it one 
step further, students can make a short video project inspired by the 
film, a lesser known story from history that interests them, and their 
research. 

• What is happening with these projects now – explore news about 
South Asian Story initiative online, visit the Chinese Canadian 
Museum’s new home in Chinatown, the plans for redesigning the 
Royal BC Museum, etc. 

Before Viewing

After Viewing

• What do students already know about 
the history of BC? Brainstorm key 
moments or events. Where and how 
have they learned about BC history—  
in school? In museums?  
In the community? 

• What do students know about Asian, Indigenous, LGTBQ+ 
histories and experiences in BC and Canada in the 20th 
century? Key events may include the Komagata Maru 
ship, the Chinese Head Tax and building of the Canadian 
railroad, residential school system or the potlatch ban. 
What, if anything, have they heard of everyday life in BC 
for these communities? 

• Define institutional racism, 
individual racism, prejudice, 
stereotype, oppression, 
marginalization, and 
colonialism.   

Elad Tzadok
Co-Director

Hayley Gray
Co-Director
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