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First  
Look
Thursday
& Friday
Enjoy $10 tickets 
and free tea & coffee 
at these Friday and 
Thursday matinee 
screenings:

A Brighter Tomorrow 
THU OCT 12, 2:00PM

In the Mood for Love

Pain Hustlers
FRI OCT 20, 2:00PM

Tickets and 
Memberships
Tickets can be purchased in advance online at viff.
org (up to 60 minutes before showtime) and also in 
person at our box office. Call 604.683.3456 for the 
latest info and listings. Double bill tickets are avail-
able in-person on the day of the screenings only. 
Prices do not include GST.
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$15 $13 $10 $10-$12
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SINGLE  
BILL

DOUBLE  
BILL

Adults Senior Student VIFF+

Refunds and exchanges for in-cinema tickets may 
be offered at the discretion of our box office. If you 
have made an error with your booking, please email 
info@viff.org.

To attend films at the VIFF Centre, you must be 19 
years of age or older. Exceptions may apply for films 
that have been rated by Consumer Protection BC.

Join Today viff.org/plus
See more films, save on tickets and enjoy 
amazing free membership perks.

  Become a
                                      

 member.
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October 9–22, 2023

VCT   Vancity Theatre       STU   VIFF Studio Theatre 

Pantheon, The Greatest 
Films of All Time:  
In the Mood for Love
WONG KAR-WAI, HONG KONG/FRANCE, 2000, 98 MIN.

SUN OCT 22	 11:00AM	 VCT
MON OCT 23	 5:30PM	 VCT
TUE OCT 24	 6:20PM	 VCT
THU OCT 26	 1:30PM	 VCT

Wong Kar-wai’s most popular film is a love story about 
two neighbours (Tony Leung and Maggie Cheung) who 
are drawn together by the long absences of their respec-
tive spouses. A hypnotic, intoxicating movie that is radi-
cally experimental in form (we never see the spouses, for 
instance), but only ever concerned with revealing the hu-
man heart. Wong structures the movie as a cycle of myr-
iad echoes and repetitions. Yet in the ellipses we sense 
everything that cannot be said: desire, rapture, rhapsody.

“Wong expands the simple anatomy of a thwarted love 
affair into an elastic meditation on personal unrest, polit-
ical statelessness and the violence of time’s unrelenting 
passage.” GUY LODGE, SIGHT & SOUND

In Cantonese with English subtitles.

CAST Maggie Cheung, Tony Leung

In the Mood for Love came fifth in the 2022 Sight & Sound 
poll; Award for Best Actor to Tony Leung, Cannes 2000

Joan Baez: I Am A Noise
MIRI NAVASKY, MAEVE O’BOYLE, KAREN O’CONNOR, USA, 
2023, 113 MIN.

SAT OCT 14	 6:50PM	 STU
SUN OCT 15	 1:00PM	 STU 
SUN OCT 15	 5:45PM	 VCT
MON OCT 16	 6:10PM	 VCT
WED OCT 18	 7:00PM	 STU
THU OCT 19	 4:30PM	 VCT

Folk singer and political activist, Joan Baez has been a 
public figure for more than 60 years. To most of us, Joan 
comes across as insightful, witty, and well grounded. And 
that’s how she seems here too. But there’s more going on 
underneath, and in her 80s, she’s decided to share some 
of the tough stuff: her compulsion to make some noise 
didn’t come out of nowhere. In this introspective docu-
mentary Joan talks about racism, abuse, ego and healing, 
as well the highs and lows of her long career in music.

“Anyone with an interest in the key artists of the coun-
terculture movement will find much to appreciate here.” 
DAVID ROONEY, THE HOLLYWOOD REPORTER

FEAT Joan Baez, Gabriel Harris, Bob Dylan, David Harris

Farewell My Concubine
CHEN KAIGE, CHINA/HONG KONG, 1993, 170 MIN.

FRI OCT 13	 7:30PM	 VCT
SAT OCT 14	 8:30PM	 VCT
SUN OCT 15	 12:20PM, 8:10PM	 VCT
TUE OCT 17	 6:40PM	 VCT
SAT OCT 21	 3:15PM	 VCT
MON OCT 23	 2:00PM	 VCT

It’s 30 years since Chen Kaige’s masterpiece won the 
Palme d’Or, and 20 years since the passing of Leslie 
Cheung. Beginning in 1924 and spanning nearly half a 
century, Farewell My Concubine chronicles the rise of 
two young stars of the Beijing Opera House, and their 
turbulent relationship—as well as momentous events 
in the turbultent history of China. In 2014, Farewell My 
Concubine topped Time Out Beijing’s list of the top 100 
Mainland Chinese films.

Restored 4K 170 minute version

“Farewell My Concubine is a demonstration of how a 
great epic can function. I was generally familiar with the 
important moments in modern Chinese history, but this 
film helped me to feel and imagine what it was like to 
live in the country during those times. This is one of the 
year’s best films.” ROGER EBERT, CHICAGO SUN-TIMES

In Mandarin with English subtitles.

CAST Eslie Cheung, Zhang Fengyi, Gong Li, Lu Qi, Ying Da, 
Ge You, Lei Han, Tong Di

Pedro’s Shorts: Strange Way 
of Life + The Human Voice
PEDRO ALMODÓVAR, SPAIN, 2023, 61 MIN.

MON OCT 9	 3:00PM, 4:40PM	 VCT
MON OCT 9	 6:15PM, 7:50PM, 9:15PM	 VCT
TUE OCT 10	 1:00PM, 2:30PM	 VCT
WED OCT 11	 1:00PM, 2:30PM, 4:15PM	 VCT
THU OCT 12	 2:30PM	 STU
FRI OCT 13	 7:50PM	 STU
SAT OCT 14	 9:00PM	 STU
SUN OCT 15	 3:20PM, 4:50PM, 6:15PM	 STU
MON OCT 16	 6:30PM	 STU
WED OCT 18	 9:00PM	 VCT
THU OCT 19	 8:55PM	 VCT
FRI OCT 20	 9:00PM	 STU
SUN OCT 22	 1:00PM	 STU

For many years Pedro Almodóvar toyed with invitations 
to make films in the United States. One such invitation 
was Brokeback Mountain, and Strange Way of Life, his 
latest half hour short film, certainly has echoes of Ang 
Lee’s movie. It’s a gay western, with Ethan Hawke and 
Pedro Pascal, and loaded with emotion. Alongside, 
we’re screening The Human Voice, his brilliant 2020 
Jean Cocteau adaptation starring Tilda Swinton as a 
woman jilted by her lover. In an hour, these two films give 
us entire worlds.

In English, Spanish with English subtitles.

CAST Ethan Hawke, Pedro Pascal, Tilda Swinton

Relax, I’m From the Future
LUKE HIGGINSON, CANADA, 2022, 94 MIN.

MON OCT 9	 3:20PM, 5:20PM, 7:20PM	 STU
TUE OCT 10	 1:30PM	 STU
WED OCT 11	 1:30PM, 3:30PM	 STU
TUE OCT 17	 7:00PM	 STU
THU OCT 19	 5:00PM	 STU

Rhys Darby (Flight of the Concords; What We Do in the 
Shadows) is perfectly cast as Casper, a time traveller 
whose unprepossing demeanour makes it hard for any-
one to take his claims seriously. However, queer Black 
punk Holly (Gabrielle Graham) becomes convinced he 
really does know what he’s talking about—and is more 
than happy to help him monetize this inside knowledge. 
Neither gives much thought to the repercussions of 
their activities. Luke Higginson’s goofy comedy will put 
a smile on your face.

CAST Rhys Darby, Gabrielle Graham, Julian Richings

Manufacturing the Threat
AMY MILLER, CANADA, 2023, 85 MIN.

SUN OCT 15	 7:45PM	 STU
MON OCT 16	 4:30PM, 8:00PM	 STU
TUE OCT 17	 5:00PM	 STU
THU OCT 19	 7:15PM	 STU
FRI OCT 20	 7:10PM	 STU

in 2013, the RCMP triumphantly announced the appre-
hension of two terrorists responsible for planting bombs 
near the BC Legislature. With Al Qaeda atrocities fresh 
in mind, it seemed like distant menaces were coming 
uncomfortably close to home. Mercifully the RCMP 
were on the case! Trouble was, none of this was true. 
Amy Miller’s doc explores the dubious waters of police 
entrapment, incitement and agent provocateurs, raising 
alarming questions about the accountability and over-
sight of our security agencies.

FEAT John  (“Omar”) Nuttall; Amanda (“Ana”) Korody; Steve 
Hewitt, Azeezah Kanji, Pamela Palmater, John Kingman 
Philipps, Alexandre Popovic, Michael Vonn, Reg Whitaker

Pain Hustlers
DAVID YATES, USA, 2023, 122 MIN.

FRI OCT 20	 2:00PM, 6:50PM	 VCT
SAT OCT 21	 6:50PM	 VCT
SUN OCT 22	 2:30PM	 STU
MON OCT 23	 7:45PM	 VCT
TUE OCT 24	 8:30PM	 VCT
WED OCT 25	 1:00PM	 VCT

Emily Blunt shines in this Wolf of Wall Street-style black 
comedy tracing the true story of how oxycontine was sold 
as a non-addictive pain killer, first to doctors, and then to 
patients. Director David Yates sees the story as a caution-
ary tale about America’s other great addictions: money 
and success. Blunt plays Liza Drake, a down-on-her-luck 
single mom picked up as hot sales prospect by a strug-
gling pharma start up. She repays their faith in spades—
after all, who isn’t about to cash-in on a sure thing?

“Entertaining... propulsive... spirited and convincing per-
formances.” LOVIA GYARKY, HOLLYWOOD REPORTER

CAST Emily Blunt, Chris Evans, Catherine O’Hara, Andy Gar-
cia, Jay Duplass

A Brighter Tomorrow
NANNI MORETTI, ITALY, 2023, 95 MIN.

THU OCT 12	 2:00PM	 VCT
SAT OCT 14	 6:30PM	 VCT
SUN OCT 15	 3:45PM	 VCT
MON OCT 16	 4:00PM, 8:30PM	 VCT
TUE OCT 17	 4:30PM	 VCT
THU OCT 19	 6:55PM	 VCT
FRI OCT 20	 2:30PM	 STU
SAT OCT 21	 3:40PM	 STU

Veteran writer-director-star Nanni Moretti plays a grouchy 
filmmaker who’s shooting a period drama about the Ital-
ian Communist Party and who’s insensitive to everyone 
else. But Moretti is slyer than his alter ego, and A Bright-
er Tomorrow also serves as a breezy satire on the movie 
business, a touching reflection on long-term friends, a 
critique of ideological intractability and a playful exercise 
in self mockery... there’s even a musical busting to get out. 
It’s an old man’s film in the best sense, in fact.

In Italian with Subtitles subtitles.

CAST Nanni Moretti, Margherita Buy, Silvio Orlando, Mathieu 
Amalric, Barbora Bobulova, Jerzy Stuhr

S P E C I A L  E V E N T  -  L I V E  S C O R E

$25

The Rocky Horror Music Show 
(Live Event)
TUE OCT 31	 7:00PM	 VCT

Seven of Vancouver’s best jazz instrumentalists and a handful 
of eclectic singers recreate the campy, catchy soundtrack to 
the 1975 midnight movie musical The Rocky Horror Picture 
Show in its entirety. This performance offers a unique take 
on the long-standing tradition of creatively reimagining the 
cult classic. Shifting attention away from a shadow cast, The 
Rocky Horror Music Show instead highlights the cheeky mu-
sical imaginations of Richard O’Brien and Richard Hartley in a 
whole new way.

This event will be followed by a screening of the film.

The Rocky Horror Picture Show
JIM SHARMAN, USA, 1975, 100 MIN.

TUE OCT 31	 8:30PM	 VCT

The original and unrepeatable midnight movie cult classic, 
The Rocky Horror Picture Show is a phenomenon unto itself 
and truly needs no introduction. If you’re a Rocky virgin just 
know that you may never be the same again. And if you’re an 
old hand, well, why not seize this opportunity to experience 
the ultimate audience participation flick in the city’s most spa-
cious and comfortable cinema—on Halloween!? 

Check out our live musical performance The Rocky Horror 
Music Show earlier in the evening, enjoy a drink from our li-
censed bar, and come dressed to kill.

CAST Tim Curry, Susan Sarandon, Barry Bostwick, Richard O’Brien, 
Nell Campbell, Patricia Quinn, Meat Loaf, Charles Gray

H A L L O W E E N  S P E C I A L  E V E N T S

$9VIFF+$35/$32 "Time Warp Cocktail"  
Drink Add-on

Live Music 
Event & Film

incl.
tax

Metropolis Reworked
FRITZ LANG, GERMANY, 1927, 135 MIN.

SUN OCT 22	 6:30PM	 VCT

This year, the landmark sci-fi film Metropolis, directed by 
Fritz Lang, will enter the public domain. To celebrate this 
occasion, experimental music duo Magazinist (Matthew 
Tomkinson & Andy Zuliani) will offer a live rescoring of the 
film. With a focus on unique hand-built instruments along-
side synthesizers, vocal processing, and other post-industri-
al electronics, their original soundtrack supports the film’s 
monumental visuals with a fittingly expansive score.

CAST Alfred Abel, Gustav Fröhlich, Rudolf Klein-Rogge, Fritz 
Rasp, Theodor Loos, Brigitte Helm



VIFF 
Encore

VIFF and Vancouver Queer 
Film Festival present  
Vivek Shraya and How To 
Fail As A Pop Star
2023, 65 MIN.

WED OCT 18	 7:30PM	 VCT

What happens when a star isn't born? This hilarious 
and touching adaptation of Vivek Shraya's hit play and 
subsequent book tracks the journey of Vivek, a young 
queer brown boy, growing up in Edmonton and trying 
to achieve pop stardom from the perspective of the now 
40-something trans feminine multidisciplinary artist that 
boy became.

We're presenting the first three episodes (total running 
time approx 30 mins) and delighted to have Vivek Shraya 
here in person to talk about the adaptation.

The Mission
JESSE MOSS, AMANDA MCBAINE, USA/INDIA, 2023, 102 MIN.

FRI OCT 20	 5:00PM	 STU
SAT OCT 21	 1:30PM, 7:45PM	 STU
MON OCT 23	 6:00PM	 STU
TUE OCT 24	 4:20PM	 STU
WED OCT 25	 1:30PM	 STU

In 2018, American missionary John Chau (26) traveled ille-
gally to one of the most hard-to-reach places on Earth—
North Sentinel Island, in the Bay of Bengal—determined 
to convert one of the world’s most isolated populations. 
This misguided mission would quickly see him killed. 
Through animated reenactments, intriguing interviews, 
and archival footage, The Mission examines the troubling 
legacy of romanticized colonial-era exploration narratives, 
and the persistent dangers of religious fanaticism.

In English, Latin, Piraha, Hindi, Sarikoli, Onge with English subtitles.

Humanist Vampire Seeking 
Consenting Suicidal Person
ARIANE LOUIS-SEIZE, CANADA, 2023, 90 MIN.

FRI OCT 20	 9:20PM	 VCT
SAT OCT 21	 5:45PM	 STU
SAT OCT 21 	 9:30PM	 VCT
SUN OCT 22	 5:00PM	 STU
SUN OCT 27	 8:20PM	 STU

Meet Sasha, the world’s most compassionate young vam-
pire. Her family is at their wits end with her reluctance to 
embrace their lethal traditions, instead relying on some-
what ethically sourced blood bags to survive. Ariane Lou-
is-Seize has certainly arrived with this utterly charming, 
quirky horror comedy about an empathetic vampire re-
fusing to compromise her principles. Boasting a cast and 
crew of Quebec’s finest, everyone is pitch perfect, led by 
the uber cool Sara Montpetit (Falcon Lake).

In French with English  subtitles.

CAST Sara Montpetit, Félix-Antoine Bénard, Steve Laplante, 
Sophie Cadieux, Marie Brassard, Noémie O’Farrell

Swan Song
CHELSEA MCMULLAN, CANADA, 2023, 99 MIN.

FRI OCT 20	 4:40PM	 VCT
SAT OCT 21	 1:00PM	 VCT
SUN OCT 22	 2:00PM	 VCT
MON OCT 23	 8:10PM	 STU
TUE OCT 24	 4:00PM	 VCT
WED OCT 25	 3:30PM	 VCT
FRI OCT 27	 6:10PM	 STU
SAT OCT 28	 2:10PM	 VCT

In a 50 year career as dancer and artistic director with the 
National Ballet of Canada, legendary dance icon Karen 
Kain tackles the beloved Swan Lake for her first directing 
role and farewell project. Directed by Chelsea McMullan 
(Crystal Pite: Angels’ Atlas, winner of VIFF’s 2022 Show-
case Audience Award), this stunningly photographed 
documentary is an immersive, thrilling backstage glimpse 
into the artistic vision and grueling physical effort needed 
to create such an ambitious production.

FEAT Karen Kain

VIFF 
Encore

VIFF 
Encore


